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while the streets of London were the stage on which the
national life in more than a microcosm of it passed and was
seen as it has never been seen since.

SINCE the social life of a nation is affected by the personal
idiosyncrasies of even a weak sovereign, it
is not surprising to find that the strongly    ^EitoSttiaS*
marked personality of Elizabeth had power       Manners,
to determine the tone of society.

Tho age which know her is fitly called Elizabethan, for no
other adjective so amply describes it From
many points of view, her personality was ^^S^iSSiS^
typical of that of the nation, for the nation
and she were thoroughly at one. She liked to think of herself
as " wedded to her people," and so close was thoir union that
she and her people grew like each other oven in externals.
Thus it came about that Elizabeth's insatiable love of pleasure,
her unflagging good spirits, and zest in tho enjoyment of life,
made gaiety and light-hpartedness prevail; for her Court was
gay, and her Court was everywhere, since she moved up and
down the country, to be known and seen of all' men. Pro-
gresses and pageants were everyday mutters, but the Queen's
healtliful body was* too vigorous to witter, and neither who nor
her subjects ever showed that they found tho pursuit of plea-
sure may end in weariness. In politics and in religion she was
before all things practical; ao, too, was her age. She admired
worldly wisdom, and if honest in nothing else she was honest
in her frank worldlineHs. She and her people made gain and
pleasure definite object** in, life, and sought them in a spirit of
truth. There wa$ no half-concealed attempt at combining
instruction with annulment; tho Elizabethan did not &eek
out what he ought*- to ety oy and try to be interested or to
laugh, but he sought what <Hd amwo him aad did make him
laugfc Yet with tho spirit of hearty, unrestraiiied enjoyment
there sometimes goes a lack of dificrimmation and refinement,
a&d it cannot be dented tfcat, j wt &s tfy$ Queen's gay, pleasure-
seeking temperament was coar*e,so also wa&Elizabethan society.

she nor W'su^iM^                              the expres-

of :tfe0ir empibmft,':^i>^                               that thoir